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this is exactly what Sir Henry Maine abstains
from doing.

No one will think the moment for a serious
political inquiry ill chosen. We have just
effected an immense recasting of our system of
parliamentary representation. The whole con-
sequences of the two great Acts of 1884 and
1885 are assuredly not to be finally gauged
by anything that has happened during the
recent election. Yet even this single election
has brought about a crisis of vast importance
in one part of the United Kingdom, by forcing
the question of an Irish constitution to the front.
It is pretty clear, also, that the infusion of a
large popular element into the elective House
has made more difficult the maintenance of its
old relations with the hereditary House, Even
if there were no others, these two questions
alone, and especially the first of them, will
make the severest demands on the best minds
in the country. We shall be very fortunate
If the crisis produces statesmen as sagacious
as those American publicists of whom Sir Henry
Maine rightly entertains so exalted an opinion.

Whether or not we are on the threshold of